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The Democratic Convergence is a coalition of the following parties: Popular Social Christian
Movement (MPSC) headed by Ruben Zamora, the National Revolutionary Movement (MNR) under
Guillermo Ungo, and the Social Democrat Party (PSD), headed by Mario Reni Roldan, M.D. Ungo
and Zamora are also leaders of the Democratic Revolutionary Movement (FDR), allied with the
rebel umbrella organization, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). Zamora and
Ungo fled the country in the early 1980s after several FDR leaders were assassinated. They returned
to El Salvador last November to explore possibilities for participating in the nation's political life
following a opening undertaken by the government to comply with provisions of the regional accord
signed in August 1987. On Aug. 23, the CD made official its decision to participate in the March 1989
presidential elections. CD leaders have said they will withdraw from the electoral process if existing
"political spaces" are eventually closed off. CD leaders say that their objective in participating in
electoral politics is not to win the presidency. According to Hector Oqueli of the MNR, the real
objective is to "organize, educate and expand people's conciousness" via the media and other
communications channels. In Zamora's words, "We do not have electoral positions as such. Our
participation is rather part of the broader organizing effort to achieve a negotiated political solution"
to the war and the country's economic crisis. On Oct. 6, the Democratic Convergence announced
Ungo and Roldan as the coalition's presidential and vice presidential candidates, respectively. Ungo,
as president of the FDR and former member of the first governing junta after the 1979 coup, enjoys
greater recognition inside El Salvador and outside the country than Roldan and Zamora. On Oct.
11 in Washington, Zamora told reporters that the rebels would support a negotiated settlement
to the war if agreements in three basic areas are established. The first concerns a ceasefire pact,
and disposition of the government and guerrilla armies. Another agreement would establish
rules guaranteeing a pluralistic political system and respect for civil liberties and human rights.
Finally, said Zamora, there would be guarantees for private enterprise, so long as the business
community pays taxes, and trade unions have freedom to organize. The experience of the Sandinista
government in Nicaragua, said Zamora, illustrates the dangers of a radical reform program. "We
have learned a lot from the Nicaraguan experience...The US government has the capacity not
to defeat a government like the Sandinistas, but has the capacity to ruin whatever social and
economic programs (a revolutionary government) has in mind," he said. On US support, Zamora
said, "The United States controls the El Salvadoran army. If the United States told the army it
would not get any more ammunition (until it moved toward a political settlement), imagine the
reaction." According to Zamora, today a new "political dynamic" exists in El Salvador in support of
a negotiated settlement. He said the FMLN has adopted a neutral position toward FDR participation
in the elections. A major objective of FDR candidates, said Zamora, is to rally public support for
negotiations to achieve a political settlement to the civil war. Zamora said that he fears the rightwing
ARENA party can win the March election and bring on a new cycle of repression and human rights
abuses. (Basic data from back issues of CAU)
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